Danny R. Softley
August 6, 1953 - November 29, 2017

Danny Ray Softley was born to Ralph Softley and Doris (Bobbitt) Softley on August 6,
1953 at Geneva General Hospital, and passed away on November 29, 2017 in York,
Nebraska at the age of 64 years. He was one of 5 children born in the family.
Danny attended K-8 grade school in Grafton and he graduated from Fairmont High School
in 1971. After high school, he received a degree from Southeast Community College in
Milford. He farmed with his dad and brothers for many years. In his leisure time, Dan
enjoyed hunting and fishing. He took many fishing trips to Canada with friends. In the Fall,
he could be found with his Brittany dogs hunting quail and pheasant. On the first day of
pheasant season, Danny would host an early morning breakfast for his hunting crew.
Danny enjoyed playing sports in high school. One of his favorite past times was playing
ping-pong with his family and friends. He enjoyed watching Nebraska football and kept up
with the Kansas City Royals, attending several of the football and baseball games with his
wife and friends.
Danny was a caring husband, brother, uncle and friend. He enjoyed teasing and playing
with his many nieces and nephews. Danny was married to Arlene Griess of Grafton,
Nebraska on February 2, 1980. They celebrated their 37th anniversary this year.
Danny was a member of the Fairmont Community Church. He was also a member of the
Grafton Fire Department and Geneva Gun Club.
Danny was preceded in death by his parents Ralph & Doris; brother Gary; father-in-law
Ewald Griess; and nephew Jackson Softley.
He is survived by his wife Arlene of Grafton, Nebraska; brothers Jack (Vicki) Softley of
Sutton, Nebraska and Bill (Joan) Softley of Fairmont, Nebraska; sister Linda (Don) Bristol
of Fairmont, Nebraska; mother-in-law Louisa Griess of Grafton, Nebraska; sister-in-law
Susan Griess of Lincoln, Nebraska; brother-in-law Wayne (Joy) Griess of Martell,

Nebraska; and many nieces, nephews, relatives and friends.
A Funeral Service for Danny was held on Monday, December 4, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. at the
Fairmont Community Church in Fairmont, Nebraska. Pastor Pat Norris officiated the
service. Nancy Jo Galusha accompanied the congregation in the singing of “Here I Am
Lord” and “How Great Thou Art.” She also played “I Can Only Imagine” as an instrumental
processional song. The recorded selection “Amazing Grace” was played as the
recessional song.
Pallbearers for the service included Mitchell Softley, Shane Bristol, Sean McGill, Dave
Ekwall, Frank Adams, and Marv Hulse. Honorary bearers included Jamie Demuth, Cassie
Softley, Shaundee Softley, Logan Softley, Brady Bristol, Angie Schurmann, Tiffany McGill
and Farren Griess. Interment was held in the Grafton Cemetery following the Funeral.
Farmer & Son Funeral Home of Geneva conducted the services. Online condolences can
be left at http://www.farmerandsonfuneralhome.com Memorials are suggested to the Graft
on Fire & Rescue or Fairmont Community Church.

Comments

“

I remember going over to The Softley's Farm as a small kid and playing in the
crick.Our moms were cousins. I also remember Doris bringing the kids to the Geneva
Pool the year I was a life guard, Sorry for your loss. Greg Lovegrove

Greg Lovegrove - December 07, 2017 at 10:47 PM

“

38 files added to the album Flower Pictures

Farmer & Son Funeral Home - December 04, 2017 at 04:37 PM

“

Maggie Lahners lit a candle in memory of Danny R. Softley

Maggie Lahners - December 04, 2017 at 12:37 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Danny R. Softley.

December 03, 2017 at 09:43 AM

“

Dan And Sandra Beahm lit a candle in memory of Danny R. Softley

Dan and Sandra Beahm - December 02, 2017 at 07:50 PM

“

My mind is overflowing with memories of Danny, riding horses with him in the fields
of the Softly farm, trying to keep up with jack rabbits, catching tadpoles at Indian
Creek (our name for an irrigation ditch), taking trail rides with ample lunches packed
by Aunt Dory, which included peanut butter sandwiches, and the fresh peaches
which Danny dearly loved, roller skating in the basement of the Grafton house,
overnights at Grandma B's. I also remember Danny's love of eating hot dogs when
he was young. I think hot dogs and fresh fruit (especially peaches) were his favorite
foods then. I have these, and so many other memories of this special cousin who
was my best friend through my sophomore year in high school. Danny was quiet, but
thoughtful, and to me, always a kind and loving person. May God bless and comfort
all of you who loved him.

Ray Cartwright - December 02, 2017 at 03:38 PM

“

Linda Lott Mitchell lit a candle in memory of Danny R. Softley

Linda Lott Mitchell - December 02, 2017 at 03:14 PM

“

Holly Rippe lit a candle in memory of Danny R. Softley

Holly Rippe - December 02, 2017 at 08:19 AM

“

So sorry to hear about Danny's passing. I remember when Mom was still working at
Mini Mart and l would be in there talking to her. Danny would come in and joke with
me. He was a great guy. My
thoughts and prayers are with the Softley families. God bless you all. May you find
comfort in our Good Lord.

Brenda Bonin - December 02, 2017 at 07:20 AM

