Archie D. Chapman

February 10, 1926 - October 31, 2012

Archie Dean Chapman was born to Claude and Ella (Ondrak) Chapman on
February 10, 1926 in rural Fairmont, Nebraska. He left this world on October
31, 2012 in Lincoln, Nebraska. Archie had attained the age of 86 years, 8
months, and 21 days.

Archie attended grade school in Fairmont and graduated from Exeter High
School with the class of 1943. He joined the US Navy in 1944 and served with
the Dive Bomber Squad 7. Following his discharge from the Navy, he attended
Doane College at Crete, Nebraska. Archie received his Bachelor’s degree in
1951 and later pursued his education with a Master’s degree from UNL in
1964.

Archie met Dee at a dance in Geneva on June 10, 1946. From then on, all of
their dates consisted of dances. He gave her a ring on Valentine’s Day 1948.
On June 16, 1948, he married Delight Joann Wright at Ohiowa, Nebraska, and
to this union 4 children were born: Frank, Randy, Nancy, and Paul.

His first teaching and coaching position was in Stella, Nebraska followed by
Sterling, Geneva, and Lexington. He loved teaching history, as well as
coaching basketball and football.

He retired from his teaching position in 1978 to become the business manager
at Jones Plumbing in Lexington where he was employed until 1990. Archie
and Dee returned to Geneva in 1991 for their retirement. During this time, he
became a Teammates mentor and passed this experience on to his son and
grandson.



He was a life-long learner and enjoyed conversations about most any topic.
His hobbies were a love of reading, crossword puzzles, woodworking, model
trains and jigsaw puzzles. He enjoyed his grandchildren’s events, and in his
later years especially enjoyed visits from his great grandchildren.

He also looked forward to his former student’s class reunions and alumni
banquet celebrations.

Archie was a member of the United Methodist Church, Geneva Rotary Club,
Geneva Lions Club, the VFW and the American Legion. He was a past
president of the Fillmore County Teacher’s Association, the MUDECAS
Association, and the Lexington Education Association.

Archie was also a member of the National Education Association, Nebraska
State Education Association, NSEA Executive Committee District IV, and the
Nebraska Coaches Association.

Archie was preceded in death by his parents, Claude & Ella Chapman in 1994
and grandson-in-law Tom Bader.

He is survived by his wife Dee, his companion of 64 years; son Frank and wife
Gail of York, Nebraska, son Randy and wife Judy of Lexington, Nebraska,
daughter Nancy and husband Steve Heiser of Lincoln, Nebraska, and son
Paul also of Lincoln, Nebraska; six grandchildren, Amy Chapman-Bader of
Lexington, Nebraska, Tony and wife Kerry of Grand Island, Nebraska, Sara
Chapman-Gomez and husband Vic of Kearney, Nebraska, Tyler and wife
Latisha of Wichita, Kansas, Madeleine Heiser and Nigel Chapman of Lincoln;
8 great grandchildren including Katie and Sam Gomez of Kearney, Nebraska,
Addison, Olivia, and Ella Chapman of Grand Island, Nebraska, Londyn,
Sydney, and Liberty Chapman of Wichita, Kansas; sisters-in-law Gloria and
husband Hal Mullison of Flat Rock, North Carolina and Elnora and husband
Ed Schulz of Oxnard, California; and many nieces, nephews, cousins,
colleagues and friends.

Funeral services for Archie were held on Saturday, November 3, 2012 at
10:30 a.m. at the Geneva United Methodist Church. Pastor Ron Harris and
Kim Dunker officiated the services. Sondra Myers accompanied Sue Rickert in



the singing of “Because He Lives” and “Precious Lord, Take My Hand.”
Sondra also accompanied the congregation in the singing of “Hymn Of
Promise.”

Pallbearers for the service included Tony Chapman, Tyler Chapman, Larry
Bornschlegl, Dick Nelson, Jim Nichols, P.R. Farmer, and Nigel Chapman.
Honorary bearers included all of Archie’s former student-athletes. Interment
was held in the Geneva Public Cemetery. Folding of the United States Flag
and presentation was performed by the Geneva American Legion Sloan-
Bolton Post 68. Farmer & Son Funeral Home was in charge of the
arrangements. Memorials are directed to the United Methodist Church,
Teammates Mentoring Program, York Dialysis Center, or the Geneva Public
Library.



Tribute Wall

I only had the pleasure of meeting Archie a few times. And even
though we only met briefly, that man was so full of love and
compassion for his family and his trains. His life accomplishments
were more than most people can achieve in a lifetime. | love your
granddaughter Madeleine and | promise to take care of her in your
absence. And Dee, | know it's tough to be alone but I'm sure Archie
is with you every day in spirit in his chair with his coveralls. That
image will always stay with me, it brings a smile to my face to know
he's watching over us from heaven. Much love, Corey Jacox

Corey Jacox - November 03, 2013 at 12:17 PM

On a staff of really good teachers at Lexington Junior High in the
late 1960s and during the 1970s, Archie Chapman was among the
best and was one of the most compassionate. He really connected
with kids when they were at such a difficult age. God bless you, Mr.
Chapman.

Brian Lahm - November 09, 2012 at 10:52 AM
Aunt Dee and family, We are so sorry for your loss. We will always
have fond memories of Uncle Archie. Our thoughts, prayers, and
heartfelt sympathy. May God's love bring you peace and comfort

during this difficult time. Susan, Matt and family

Susan Williams - November 05, 2012 at 06:22 PM



I am sorry for your loss. | appreciated all Coach did for the Athletic
programs at Geneva High School and his hard work in the
classroom for the students of Geneva. He will be missed. The
community of Geneva is better now because of him.

Ken Adkisson - November 02, 2012 at 04:30 PM

My thoughts are with your family. My memories of Archie are as a
little girl at the Geneva Gym. He was always smiling & apparently
enjoyed what he did. | have heard my brother Larry speak only kind
words of Archie thru the years. My condolences to you all...its tough
to lose such a good one!

Mary Bornschlegl Halkyard - November 02, 2012 at 02:58 PM

Dee, | am So Very Sorry for Your Loss, He will be Greatly Missed by
ALL who Knew and Loved Him.

Keeping you in My Thoughts and Prayers!

Love, Bridgette, Marvin & Family

Bridgette Flohrs - November 01, 2012 at 03:00 PM

Sorry to hear of Mr. Chapman's death. You and yours are in my
thougths and prayers. | had Mr. Chapman as a teacher and enjoyed
him very much.

God Bless you all.

Pam Schroeder

Pam (Clark) Schroeder Class of '62 - November 01, 2012 at 02:21 PM



Dear Nancy, Steve, and Madeleine, | am so sorry for your loss.
Please know my thoughts and prayers are with you and your family
during this difficult time. With sincere sympathy, Ellen Moeller

Ellen Moeller - November 01, 2012 at 01:58 PM



