
Arlen G. Schake
May 20, 1940 - December 8, 2011

Arlen George Schake was born May 20th, 1940 to George and Elva Schake in
Kearney, Nebraska.  He passed away as a result of a stroke at Bryan hospital
in Lincoln, Nebraska on Thursday, December 8th, 2011.  
The oldest of three sons, he grew up on a farm in rural Amherst, where he
attended school.  He graduated from Amherst High School in 1958.  It was at
Amherst High that he met his future wife, Pat Rumbeck. In 1961 he and Pat
were married at Amherst.  They made their first home in Pender.  In 1961
Brad, their first son, was born. 
Out of high school he started working for Stump construction building roads. 
In 1961, Arnie started a job with Biba Construction..  Rodney, their second
son, was born in 1963.  In 1968 the young family settled in Geneva, where
Arnie lived for the rest of his life. 
It was in Geneva that Pat and Arnie added two daughters.  Robin was born in
1970, and Terri in 1973. 
Arnie enjoyed working and traveling on the roads of Nebraska.  He spent
more than thirty years working for Biba construction.  Starting on the road
crew, he worked his way up into site superintendant.  He joked that he’s
traveled every road in Nebraska, and built every one of them three times
over.  
In 1998 Arnie went to Werner Construction.  He did bid letting and materials
procurement for Werner.  Knowing every gravel pit and water source in the
state, he continued to work out of his truck.  Arnie was proud of the work he



did, and the people he had met over the years.  The model of the perfect
husband and father of the time was that he provided for his family.  Arnie was
the paragon of that model, providing for his family from its start.  It was his
extreme fortune and a blessing for him to be able to work full time up until his
passing.  
Arnie knew every potato and popcorn stand in the state of Nebraska.  He
would routinely return from the road with his pickup full of gunny sacks to be
distributed amongst the family.  
            Hearkening back to his youth, Arnie enjoyed collecting and restoring
farm equipment.  He spent a lot of his free time painting and reparing
equipment.  Paint from his latest projects speckle his glasses. 
He also enjoyed hunting.  His annual trips to western Nebraska with his family
were a perpetual source of amusing stories and tales.  Hunting deer was also
another opportunity for Arnie to provide for his family, the deer dogs and
sausages that filled the Schake freezers will be missed.   He occasionally told
the story of accidentally hitting five turkey’s with one shot but only being able
to bring home one, which was the limit.  
Not only did the roads of Nebraska provide Arnie with the means to provide
for his family, but they also seem an apt metaphor for him as a person.  His
high school year book quote was  “If we cannot find a road to success we will
make one”.  He only stopped moving to sleep and even his free time was
spent as a form of working on something.  He was open and expansive, full of
love, emotion and passion for his friends and family.  Arnie wore his emotions
on his sleeve, whether it be grinning and laughing heartily or florid with anger,
nobody ever had to guess what he was thinking or feeling. 
He passed away after a massive stroke and was surrounded and comforted
by the family that he spent his life building and working for. 
Arnie was preceded in death by his parents, George and Elva and one
brother, Donald.  
He is survived by his brother Stan and his wife Connie of Wichita, Kansas; his
wife, Pat; two sons and their wives, Brad and Ann of Los Alamos, New



Mexico, and Rod and Ruth of Omaha; two daughters and their husbands,
Robin and Daren Galusha of Fairmont, and Terri and Mark Swenson of Sioux
Falls, South Dakota.  He had a special place in his heart for his grandchildren
who will always remember playing Monster Mash with him; Morgan, Hayley,
and Sydney Schake, Christopher and Jaclyn Schake, Jacob and Madison
Galusha, Sadie, Sage, and Sophia Swenson.Funeral services for Arlen will be
Monday at 2:00 p.m. at the Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Geneva,
Nebraska. Interment will be in the Geneva Public Cemetery. Visitation will
begin Sunday at 2:00 until 8:00 at the Farmer & Son Funeral Home in
Geneva, with family greeting friends from 5:00 until 7:00. Memorials are
directed to the Rialto Theater Digital Projector Fund.
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Rod, Ruth, Chris, Jaclyn Schake - December 14, 2011 at 11:54 AM

To Arlen who was near and dear to our hearts in more ways than
one, please be safe, now you can drive around in heaven, I think.
We hope you find peace and love now that you are with the people
you have missed for your entire lifetime. Take care and take it easy
dad, father in law, and grandpa!

Ginny (Hill) Adams - December 12, 2011 at 08:36 AM

Claudia - it's been a tough fall for you; I know you're "there" for your
sister Pat at such a time as this -

Peggy Jacobs - December 11, 2011 at 08:54 PM

Pat and family, I am so sorry to hear of your loss. I'll always have
good thoughts of Arlen as a member of the class of 58. I so enjoyed
visiting with him this last reunion. He was a great guy. Praying for
comfort for all of you. I'm glad he touched my life (Peggy Travis)

deb (daake)obermiller - December 11, 2011 at 05:25 PM

Pat and family; I am so sorry to hear of Arlen's passing. I will keep
you and your family in my prays as you go through this sad time.
Deb (Daake) Obermiller
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Phyllis Andrijeski - December 11, 2011 at 11:12 AM

Diffult to have to let go of such a terrific spouse, father, friend @ this
time of year especially. I am Phyllis (Hadwiger). I remember many
challenges of the Schake family and how they survived those
challenges. I talked to Larry Gibbons as we both live in Holdrege.
Our prayers and reflection to your family Pat. God's strength.

John and Bev Barthule - December 11, 2011 at 10:16 AM

Pat and family: John and I are saddened to hear of your loss. I know
he will be greatly missed. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.

Richard and Karla Shafer - December 10, 2011 at 10:00 PM

We are so sorry to hear of Arlen's passing. You are in our thoughts
and prayers.

Bonita Kindig - December 10, 2011 at 06:45 PM

My condolences to you and your family, Pat.

Ramona & Kenny Soejoto - December 10, 2011 at 01:38 PM

Dear Schake Family 
Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this time of loss. We know
Mr. Schake will be busy and drving a truck in heaven. 
love 
Ramona & Kenny Soejoto
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Dorene Sattler - December 09, 2011 at 07:42 PM

Our thoughts and prayers are with the entire family at this time. May
God be with you in the coming days.

Deb Jenkins - December 09, 2011 at 03:38 PM

To the Schake family, we are so sorry to hear of your loss. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you all.


