
Carl C. Conley
August 13, 1923 - January 7, 2016

Funeral services for Carl will be held on Tuesday, January 12, 2016 at 10:30
a.m. at the United Methodist Church in Geneva. Pastor Michelle Gowin will
officiate the services. 

Military graveside services will follow the funeral service and they will be held
in the Geneva Public Cemetery. 

 

Visitation will be held on Monday from 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Farmer &
Son Funeral Home in Geneva. 

Memorials are directed to the Geneva VFW Post 7102. 

Carl Claude Conley was born August 13, 1923, in South Sioux City, Nebraska
to George A. Conley and Barbara J. (Bayer) Conley. He passed away
Thursday, January 7, 2016, at his home in Geneva, Nebraska at the age 92
years, 4 months, and 25 days. He was one of 10 children in the family. 

 

At age 5, Carl moved to Aurora, Illinois, for his father’s work as an ironworker
on the skyscrapers of Chicago. Carl grew up in Aurora through high school
and was drafted into the Army on January 25, 1943. He attended basic
training at Camp Stewart in Georgia, where he trained with the anti-aircraft
division, working with radar and searchlight technology. After basic training, he



served in Long Island, New York, where he spent three months tracking
submarines and aircraft. He was then shipped overseas to serve in the
European Theater in the Army’s 33rd Infantry Rainbow Division, serving in
France, Germany, Austria, and fighting in the Battle of The Bulge. 

 

Carl was discharged from the Army in April of 1946, and he returned to
Aurora, Illinois, where he worked for the Railroad for two years. In September
of 1947, his sister introduced him to her best friend’s sister, Merna Mae
Grossman, who was visiting from Red Cloud, Nebraska. In early 1948, Carl
moved to Red Cloud and married Merna on July 10, 1948. Carl took and
passed the Civil Service Exam and began working for the Soil Conservation
Service, United States Department of Agriculture, in Webster County in July of
1948. He transferred to Hebron, Nebraska, in February 1949, where he and
Merna had two children. The family then moved to Geneva in 1954, where
they had a third child in 1961. He retired from the Soil Conservation Service in
December 1985 after 37 years. 

 

Carl was active in the local VFW Post 7102, and he served as Post
Commander for two years. He served on the city’s Commission on Aging, and
he was a member of the United Methodist Church for over 60 years, serving
with the board of trustees and as a long-time camera operator. He also was a
member of the Geneva Volunteer Fire Department for 25 years, and he
delivered meals on wheels for many years. 

 

Carl loved the outdoors, and he was an avid hunter and fisherman. He also
enjoyed horse racing, playing cards, sports and had a great sense of humor.
Carl excelled at figuring things out on his own, including building a house from
the ground up, using many recycled materials, as well as building his garage
from ammunitions boxes. This house and garage stood as the place the family
has called ‘home’ since 1957. 

 



Carl was preceded in death by his parents; and all nine of his siblings: Ruth,
Charlie, Leslie, Leota, Fran, Helen, Betty, and two siblings who died as young
children. 

 

He is survived by his wife Merna of Geneva; children Craig & Corki Conley of
Soap Lake, Washington; Carol & Steve Reddy and Cathy Conley & Paul Sisk
all of Lincoln, Nebraska; four grandchildren Cody, Zac, Seth, and Sarah; three
great grandchildren Cooper, Creighton, and Channing; foreign exchange
student, Birgit Zoerner of Dortmund, Germany; and many nieces and
nephews.
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Kathleen Wilbeck - January 15, 2016 at 01:36 PM

My thoughts and prayers are with all of you.
  

Kathleen McCarthy Wilbeck

mike mccarthy - January 14, 2016 at 03:17 PM

Merna....a belated letter to let you know how your family made me a
better person because of the Conley family while growing up and
your and Carl's consistent mentoring for many years. I'll never forget
your mentorship and calm leadership. Carl for all intents and
purposes was a consummate surrogate father to me. I never really
thanked him. My best memories were going to Craig's
basketball/football game home and away. Carl always had a post
game review that was critical win or lose but that's what made him a
bit of a perfectionist. His willingness to take me fishing at age 7 for
years then of course the paper route for another 7 years. Carl's
thundering velvet hand was needed with me and I belatedly thank
both of you for that kind discipline. Thanks again to all the Conley
family and even though the leader of the band may now be gone,
never will his memory.
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mike mccarthy - January 14, 2016 at 02:29 PM

Merna and kids---just to let you know this, Carl made me a better
person when I was young and for all accounts, a surrogate father to
me. Great memories of the paper route days and going to Craig's
basketball and football games in addition to just going out to a farm
pond to fish from time to time. The Conley family was and will
forever be in a lot ways a lifeline to me growing up. Carl and Merna
could never have been kinder to me yet once in a while they gave
me a thundering velvet hand when need. My mom Mary was always
quietly appreciative that Merna and Carl kept me busy delivering
papers and mentoring for 7 plus years. Again, I wish I could have,
should have expressed my appreciation much, much sooner to the
Conley family for teaching me lessons of life I'm not sure I would
have otherwise have gotten. Thank you 

  
Mike McCarthy, Omaha

Therese Schumacher Godfrey - January 11, 2016 at 03:15 PM

I'm sorry to hear about Carl's passing. God
Bless and hugs.

Ginnie and Corky Pigney - January 11, 2016 at 02:18 PM

Ginnie and Corky Pigney purchased the Country
Basket Blooms for the family of Carl C. Conley.

https://www.farmerandsonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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https://www.farmerandsonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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john balint - January 11, 2016 at 12:01 PM

I always recall Uncle Carl as being one huge Husker fan. It was so
interesting listening to him and Uncle Carroll talk college football. He
was always personable, funny an a real good story teller. Aunt
Merna, Craig, Carol and Cathy so sorry for your loss. 

  
John, Cathy, Jocelyn Mary and Samantha Jo

Reinsch - January 09, 2016 at 08:28 PM

Sorry to hear about Carl, he was a great man
to be around......always happy with a great
smile! He will be missed by many, but has
made a lot of great memories. With
Sympathy, Mark, Sarah, Brandon & Ethan

john balint - January 09, 2016 at 03:56 PM

John Balint lit a candle in memory of Carl C.
Conley
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john balint - January 09, 2016 at 03:55 PM

I will always remember Uncle Carl as one big Husker fan. It was
always great to sit back and listen to he and Uncle Carroll talk about
college football. I remember him as funny, personable and a great
story teller. Merna, Craig, Carol and Cathy, so sorry for your loss.
He was a good man. 
 
John, Cathy, Jocelyn Mary and Samantha Jo

Brenda Motis - January 09, 2016 at 10:02 AM

Brenda Motis lit a candle in memory of Carl C.
Conley

Ron & Dottie Pigney ,Brian Pigney and Lisa & Pete Dumais -
January 08, 2016 at 10:19 PM

Ron & Dottie Pigney ,Brian Pigney and Lisa &
Pete Dumais purchased the Treasured Lilies Spr
ay for the family of Carl C. Conley.
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