
Dwight & Karen West
September 30, 1951 - February 18, 2023

A public Graveside Committal of Ashes for Dwight & Karen will be held on
Monday, June 26, 2023 at 11:00 a.m. at Fairmont Public Cemetery. Kim
Dunker will preside over the Service. 

A time of fellowship will be held at the Fairmont American Legion following the
Service. 

Dwight's Obituary: 
 

Dwight Allen West was born to Walter L. West and Evelyn (Garrett) West on
August 26,1948 at Forks, Washington and passed away October 22,2017 at
the Fillmore County Hospital in Geneva, Nebraska at the age of 69 years, 1
month, and 26 days, with his family by his side. He was one of two children in
the family. Dwight's family moved to Fairmont, Nebraska when Dwight was 5
years old where he resided until his death. 

 

He graduated from Fairmont High School in 1966 and attended the University
of Nebraska for one year. Dwight enlisted in the Army in 1968 and was
honorably discharged in 1971. He was proud of his military service which
included one year in Vietnam. When Dwight was home on leave in 1970 he
met the love his life, Karen Ackerman, and they were married at Grafton,
Nebraska on June 17, 1971. Two children were born to them: Kendra in 1973



and Ryan in 1976. 
 

Dwight was a proud dad and did his best to attend every school event and
game his kids were involved in. He enjoyed sharing his love of hunting and
fishing with Ryan and also attending Husker football games with both Kendra
and Ryan. 

 

Dwight was always busy and enjoyed building things, including a rocking
horse for his children and a wagon and clocks for his grandchildren. Later he
became interested in making coin rings and spent many hours making them
for friends and family. 

 

Home improvement was another hobby which Dwight and Karen enjoyed
together. Together they remodeled every room in their home at least once and
later helped Dave and Kendra build their home. Dwight served 25 years on
the Fairmont Fire Department and Fairmont Rescue Unit. He was a member
of the Fairmont Community Church and past member of the Fairmont Nursing
Home board. 

 

Dwight was a generous husband and father who always wanted the best for
his family. His own needs were never put before his family. 

 

After Dwight retired from his hardware and lumberyard business he began
working part time at Geneva Home Center. He truly loved his work there. 

 

Dwight loved to joke and kid with people. He always had something funny to
say and it didn't matter who you were, if he liked you he kidded you and that
included everyone of every age….. 

 

Dwight faced his cancer with dignity and bravery. He never lost his sense of
humor or good attitude. He often said 'It is what it is". He made many new



friends during his cancer journey and continued to check on them and
encourage them even during his last hospital stay. 

 

Preceding Dwight in death were his father Walter and mother Evelyn. 

He is survived by his wife Karen; daughter Kendra and husband Dave Larson
of Denver, Iowa; son Ryan of Hastings, Nebraska; beloved grandchildren
Emma, Alexander, Isaac and Ethan Larson and Skylar Kuil of Colorado;
brother Doug of Lincoln, Nebraska; sister in law Barb Votipka and husband
Robert of Exeter, Nebraska; nieces, nephews and great nieces and nephews. 

 

Dwight will be greatly missed by his family and friends who knew him and
loved him. 

 

A Memorial Service for Dwight was held on Monday, October 30, 2017 at
10:30 a.m. at the Fairmont Community Church. Pastor Pat Norris officiated the
service. 

Karen's Obituary: 
 

Karen Pearl West, 71, of Denver, Iowa and formerly of Fairmont, Nebraska,
passed away on Saturday, February 18, 2023, at her home after a brief battle
with cancer. 

 

Karen was born on September 30, 1951, in Geneva, Nebraska, the daughter
of Ruben and Pearl (Smith) Ackerman. She graduated from Fairmont High
School in 1969 and then attended the Lincoln School of Business. Karen was
united in marriage to Dwight Allen West on June 17, 1971, in Fairmont. Karen
and Dwight made their home in Fairmont and together they raised Kendra and
Ryan. Karen worked for the Fillmore County abstractor for a long time before



becoming the owner of the Cottonwood Title Company. Karen retired in 2018
after Dwight passed away and then moved to Denver. 

 

Karen was known for her talent as a crafter and quilter; she most recently had
been making purses for a local shop in the Cedar Valley. Upon moving to
Denver, she became friends with a group of ladies and enjoyed her many trips
with them. She loved her longtime companion, her dog Loki. 

 

Karen is survived by her daughter, Kendra (Dave) Larson and her son, Ryan
West, both of Denver; her four grandchildren, Emma (fiancé, Quentin
Ackerman) of Sac City; Alexander of Cedar Falls; Isaac and Ethan, both of
Denver; and a sister, Barbara (Bob) Votipka of Exeter, Nebraska. She was
preceded in death by her parents, husband, Dwight and a sister, Sandra
Boquist. 

 

A memorial service was held at 2:00 p.m. on Monday, February 27, 2023, at
Saint Paul United Church of Christ in Denver with Pastor Craig Henderson
officiating.



Cemetery Details

Fairmont Public Cemetery

Fairmont, NE

Previous Events

Memorial Graveside Service

JUN 26. 11:00 AM (CT)

Fairmont Public Cemetery
Fairmont, NE



Tribute Wall

DF

RV

Farmer & Son Funeral Home - June 26, 2023 at 10:46 AM

4 files added to the album Flower pictures

Diane Swerczek and family - June 24, 2023 at 08:32 AM

Diane and family lit a candle in memory of
Dwight & Karen West

Robert D. Votipka - June 14, 2023 at 08:35 PM

Robert Votipka lit a candle in memory of
Dwight & Karen West


