
Elaine J. Ebbeka
July 16, 1922 - July 19, 2021

Elaine Jeanette (Kamler) Bumgarner Ebbeka was born to Herman and Verona
(Weis) Kamler on July 16, 1922 in Fillmore County. She passed away at
Heritage Crossings at the age of 99 years and 3 days. She was one of 2
children in the family. 

 

She was raised on a farm near the Shickley-Turkey Creek area where she
also attended a country school and belonged to St. Mary’s Catholic church.
On November 30, 1940, Elaine married Russell Bumgarner of Strang, NE
where they made their home. Born to this union were two children: Charles
Lee and Connie Sue. 

 

Elaine spent her life loving the farm and all that came with it, including raising
chickens, milking cows, and gardening. Her home-canned green beans were
a favorite across 4 generations! Feeding cattle were what Russ and she were
known for around the countryside. They also loved going dancing and the
occasional horse race. She spent lots of time at the ball field watching her kids
play and Russ coach. Elaine also belonged to the Belle Prairie Extension Club
and a Sewing Club. 

 

At the age of 53, Russ passed away suddenly from a heart attack, leaving her
alone on the farm. Being the strong person that she was, she continued to
stay there. She started bowling and enjoyed her children getting married and



having grandkids. With a big heart, she was always there to help. 
 

On December 28, 1984, she married Ken Ebbeka, growing her family and
influence to include three new step children. Ken and she stayed on the farm
as they continued their life together. Some of the things they enjoyed most
were going dancing and hitting the casinos from time to time. Elaine was a
member of both the Hospital and VFW Auxiliaries as well. In February 2017,
they decided to move to assisted living at Heritage Crossings in Geneva. She
got to enjoy the freedoms that provided her for a couple of years until her
failing health moved her to skilled care. 

 

Elaine was preceded in death by her parents, husband Russell, son Charles,
son-in-law Larry Fiala, sister and brother-in-laws Viola & Jerry McLaughlin,
brother-in-law and sister-in-law Mervell & Betty Bumgarner, and step
grandchild Tabitha Van Pelt. 

 

She is survived by her husband Ken; daughter Connie and companion Jr.
Gray; grandchildren Lance Fiala (Dana) of Strang NE and Laci Fiala (Aaron
Liebeck) of North Canton, OH; great grandchildren, Raegan, Taryn, & Layton
Fiala as well as Addison Ades and Sutton & Collin Liebeck; step-daughters
Nancy Gewecke (Allen) and Carol Reinsch (Gary); step-son Dale Ebbeka
(Cindy); 12 step-grandchildren; 27 step-great grandchildren; and 1 step-great
great grandchild. 

 

A memorial service for Elaine will be held at 10:30 a.m. on Monday, July 26,
2021 at the First Congregational United Church of Christ in Geneva. Pastor
Stuart Davis will officiate the Funeral Service. A graveside service will be held
in the Geneva Public Cemetery following the funeral service. 

 

A Funeral Service for Elaine was held on Monday, July 26, 2021 at 10:30 a.m.
at the First Congregational United Church of Christ in Geneva, Nebraska.



Pastor Stuart Davis officiated the Funeral Service. Special music was
provided by Laci Fiala in the singing of “Ave Maria.” The recorded selections
“One Day At A Time” and “Just A Closer Walk With Thee," and "See You
Again" were also played during the Funeral Service. 

 

Pallbearers for the service included Gene McLaughlin, Tom Bumgarner, Jerry
Lauber, Doug Lees, Brad Brush, and Dayle DuBois. Honorary pallbearers
included Addison Ades, Sutton Liebeck, Collin Liebeck, Raegan Fiala, Taryn
Fiala, and Layton Fiala. 

 

Interment was held in the Geneva Public Cemetery following the Funeral
Service. 

Farmer & Son Funeral Home was in care of the arrangements and online
condolences can be left at www.farmerandsonfuneralhome.com 

Memorials are suggested to the Fillmore County Hospital Auxiliary or the
Geneva VFW Auxiliary.



Cemetery Details

Geneva Public Cemetery

Geneva, NE 68361

Previous Events

Family Present for Visitation

JUL 25. 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (CT)

Farmer & Son Funeral Home
242 N 10th Street
Geneva, NE 68361
(402) 759-3617
https://farmerandsonfuneralhome.com

Visitation

JUL 25. 1:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Farmer & Son Funeral Home
242 N 10th Street
Geneva, NE 68361
(402) 759-3617
https://farmerandsonfuneralhome.com

https://farmerandsonfuneralhome.com/
https://farmerandsonfuneralhome.com/


Funeral Service

JUL 26. 10:30 AM (CT)

First Congregational United Church of Christ
906 H Street
Geneva, NE 68361
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Farmer & Son Funeral Home - July 26, 2021 at 03:14 PM

51 files added to the album Flower Pictures

Karla J Slezak - July 24, 2021 at 04:58 PM

So sorry to hear about Elaine. She was
always so pleasant to visit with. We will all
miss such a loving & caring person. Our
deepest sympathy to Elaine's family.

 Frank & Karla (Elznic) Slezak

Virginia Johnson - July 23, 2021 at 02:33 PM

Lovely, gentle, kind lady. So sorry for your
loss! Thoughts and prayers are with you!
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steve & barb sadd - July 22, 2021 at 02:55 PM

Steve & Barb Sadd lit a candle in memory of
Elaine J. Ebbeka

Doug Fischer & Holly Rippe - July 21, 2021 at 02:03 PM

Doug Fischer & Holly Rippe lit a candle in
memory of Elaine J. Ebbeka

Barb Trapp - July 21, 2021 at 11:19 AM

Connie and family, Sympathy and prayers.
Your mom was a gentle and soft spoken lady.
I know your mom appreciated having you so
close to her.

 God Bless, Tom and Barb Trapp

Connie Lichty - July 20, 2021 at 11:08 PM

Connie, My sympathy and prayer of comfort for you and your family.
Your mom was an amazing lady. I was so blessed to know her. I
have such sweet memories of visiting them in their Strang home
before moving to Assisted Living. She was always so kind, a gentle
soul. You have been an amazing daughter, Take comfort in knowing
you have always been by her side. 

 Connie Lichty
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Marla Messman - July 20, 2021 at 06:59 PM

Dear Connie, Jr., Lance, Laci, Kenny and family; What a beautiful
lady inside and out! And always a sense of humor. Remember when
she made me a homemade lemon meringue pie for my birthday?
She put it in the back seat of her car when it was a "bit too warm" (in
her words) and the meringue and pudding slid right out of the pie
shell onto the floor mats!!!! We scooped it up the best we could and
ate it anyway!!!!! She was a great gardener and cook and always
wanted to share. So glad your grandkids got to know her, not all get
to experience that generation. Love and prayers to you all. Take
time to share the memories with each other. They are healing. 

  
Marla Messman

vVirginia Johnson - July 20, 2021 at 01:52 PM

So sorry for your loss! Thoughts and prayers!

Kent & Rose Theobald - July 20, 2021 at 01:26 PM

Kent & Rose Theobald lit a candle in memory
of Elaine J. Ebbeka



BH

Becky Hochstetler - July 20, 2021 at 11:46 AM

Connie, Your mom was a beautiful person. Thinking back to when
she lived on the farm, I always loved her “Christmas star” that
shown bright above their farm clear back to driving home from
Strang as a little child. Prayers for your family as you miss having
her in your daily lives.—Becky Hochstetler


