
Gerald G. "Jerry" Grote
October 29, 1928 - November 29, 2014

Gerald George Grote, of Shickley, was born to John William Grote and Mollie
(Reinsch) Grote on October 29, 1928 at Shickley and passed away November
29, 2014 at Fairview Manor in Fairmont, NE, at the age of 86 years and one
month. He was one of seven children. 

 Jerry grew up in Shickley, receiving the sacraments of baptism, first
communion, first reconciliation and confirmation at St. Mary’s Catholic Church.
He attended country school #92 in rural Shickley through the eighth grade,
after which time he stayed home to work on the family farm. 
In 1952 he was drafted into the U.S. Army and served as a medic in the
Korean War, where he suffered a head injury, resulting in Jerry being awarded
the Purple Heart. Upon returning home from Korea in ’52, he took a job with
Alfs Grain, eventually working his way up to managing the elevator. 
On August 22, 1959, he was married to Janet Becker of Exeter, and would
eventually have three sons. They lived their entire family life in Shickley,
where Jerry coached baseball for many years, and enjoyed an annual family
summer trip to Kansas City for ballgames and amusement parks. 

 In 1972 he partnered with his brother Robbie and the Biegert Family to
purchase Shickley Grain Company. For the next 20+ years, Jerry served as
president of the grain elevator, working closely with his brother and wife Jan –
a true family business. In 1990 his son Bill, at which time they purchased the
other elevator in Shickley, joined him in the business. It’s tough to specify a
retirement date for Jerry, as he loved his work and continued serving as parts



guy, truck driver, mail carrier and consultant after handing over the
management reigns to Bill in the mid-90’s. With an eighth grade education, a
good bit of common sense and a tremendous work ethic, Jerry built a
successful business and put three sons through college. 

 With Jerry backing off his duties at the elevator, he and Jan enjoyed traveling
across the country, many times as part of an organized tour, which gave them
the opportunity to make new friends along the way. He endured a couple of
Broadway shows because he so loved Jan, but he was most happy when the
trip included a stop at a ballpark, especially if the Royals or Cardinals were
playing. While at home, Saturday night dates for dinner at local restaurants
were a favorite tradition for all 48 years of marriage. 
Jan passed away in 2007, and Jerry took on the grand-parenting duties with
organization and zest, never forgetting a birthday for any of his eight
grandchildren or missing an activity. This was easily his favorite hobby but he
also continued traveling, playing cards, following the stock market and going
to ball games. 

 Without his best friend the last few years were tough for Jerry, as he suffered
from dementia, heart attack and stroke. He moved to Mahoney House
Assisted Living in York in 2013, then after hurting his head in a fall in October
2014, moved to Fairview Manor in Fairmont, where he passed away on
November 29, 2014. 

 Jerry will be remembered as a fair and hard-working businessman with a
ready smile who never met someone with whom he couldn’t strike up a
conversation. He was a terrific husband, dad, and grandpa. A true “Turkey-
Creeker”, he dedicated countless hours and resources to St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, and maintained a strong Catholic faith throughout his life. He was an
active member of the American Legion and VFW, and coached hundreds of
youth baseball games. 

 He is preceded in death by his wife Janet, parents, John and Mollie Grote,
brothers Bernard Grote and Don Grote, sisters Eleanor Oates, Mary Olson,
and two grandchildren, Brandon Grote and Dillon Grote. 



He is survived by his sister Margaret Everts, of Seward, brother Robert
(Robbie) and sister-in-law Carol Grote, of Shickley; son Jeff and daughter-in-
law Janice, grandchildren Marc and Stephanie, all of Martell, and grandson
Micah of Lincoln; son Bill and daughter-in-law Melissa, grandchildren Megan,
Jackson and Tyler, all of Shickley; son Gary and daughter-in-law Shelly;
grandchildren Mallory and Jenna, all of Omaha. 

 

Mass of Christian burial will take place on Thursday, December 4, 2014 at St.
Mary's Catholic Church in Shickley, NE at 10:00 AM with Father Tom Walsh
officiating. 
Rosary will be held on the evening of December 3, 2014 at 7:00 PM at St.
Mary's Catholic Church in Shickley. 

 Visitation will be held prior to the rosary on Wednesday, December 3, 2014 at
Farmer & Son Funeral Home in Geneva from 12:00 PM until 5:00 PM. 
Graveside services with military honors will be held at the St. Mary's Catholic
Cemetery in Rural Shickley, NE. 

 Memorials are directed to Shickley American Legion Baseball Program or St.
Mary's Catholic Cemetery.
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Terry Reinhart - December 03, 2014 at 05:10 PM

I offer my sympathy to Bill and the family! I had a grain business
relationship with Jerry and Bill Grote for 25 years. Jerry Grote was
the quintessential "grain man". The short version is that Jerry built a
grain business that is still going. A task many attempted and most
failed. We will miss you! 

  
Terry Reinhart

December 03, 2014 at 10:25 AM

America the Beautiful was purchased for the
family of Gerald G. "Jerry" Grote.

Aaron Bailey - December 03, 2014 at 09:01 AM

We are so sorry to to hear about your loss. Jeff, Bill, and Gary, our
thoughts and prayers are with all three of you and your families. As I
sit here and think about our younger years, it sure brings me a lot of
smiles! He never missed a sporting event. He was a great man and
will be missed by many! 

  
Aaron, Jennifer, Emma, and Andrew Bailey

https://www.farmerandsonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4181&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.farmerandsonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4181&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Jerry - December 03, 2014 at 07:13 AM

Our sympathy to the family of Gerald. We were sorry to hear of your
loss and will be thinking of you during this difficult time. 
 
Jerry and Tess Lentfer

Margaret Boyer - December 02, 2014 at 09:54 PM

We are sad to learn of your father's passing.
Jerry and Jan always made us feel welcome
during my teaching years in Shickley, and we
have fond memories of visiting with them.
Please remember that we are saying prayers
for your dad, and we hope you find comfort in your memories.
Sincerely, Margaret and Tom Boyer

Bill and Evonne Wiliams - December 02, 2014 at 03:15 PM

We were honored to take Mr. Grote on the Korean War Honor Flight
last October. Evonne and I are very sorry for your loss. 

 Bill and Evonne Williams Omaha

December 02, 2014 at 12:41 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Gerald G. "Jerry" Grote.

https://www.farmerandsonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.farmerandsonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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mike johnson - December 01, 2014 at 01:24 PM

Our thoughts are with the family as we reflect on the memory of a
wonderful man. He had a positive influence on many people, myself
included. I am proud to have known him and value his memory.
Mike & Gin Johnson

Jenice Bates - December 01, 2014 at 10:13 AM

Expressing our deepest sympathy to Gerald's family. 
  

Roger and Jenice (Anderson) Bates

Marge & Bob Bedlan - November 30, 2014 at 10:17 PM

Marge & Bob Bedlan lit a candle in memory of
Gerald G. "Jerry" Grote

Deb & Joe Bixby - November 30, 2014 at 04:31 PM

Our sympathy to the family of Jerry. He was such a sweet man, and
a good friend of my dad's. May he rest in peace and enjoy the
company of his beloved, Jan. It's so hard to lose a parent, be
assured of my prayers in the time of your loss.


