
Merl Stephens
November 13, 1925 - June 26, 2019

Merl K. Stephens was born to William Stephens and Alta (Cline) Stephens on
November 13, 1925 in Mankato, Kansas, and passed away June 26, 2019 at
Fairview Manor in Fairmont Nebraska at the age of 93 years, 7 months, and
13 days. He was one of seven children born in the family. 

Merl graduated from Mankato High School in Mankato, Kansas in 1944. He
worked for the R.E.A after graduating until he married Hearldine Whartman in
1951 in Nelson, Nebraska. 

Merl served in WWII, was a member of the United Methodist Church, the
America Legion and V.F.W. He was proud of being a veteran of the military.
Merl loved sports of all kinds, going to auctions, eating at the Senior Center
and spending time with his grandchildren and great grandchildren. He spent
countless hours taking tickets at Legion Baseball Games, and he could
always be found in his seat on the front row of the bleachers by the main
entrance of the Fillmore Central Gym or leaning against the fence at home
football games. 

Merl was preceded in death by his wife Hearldine (Whartman) Stephens;
parents William and Alta (Cline) Stephens; three sisters Margaret Bowden,
Helen Simons, and Mary Bell Nelson; and three brothers Glenn Stephens,
Vern Stephens, and Dean Stephens. 



Merl is survived in death by three sons Brad and Carolyn Stephens and their
children Jordan and Jared of Geneva, Nebraska, Craig Stephens and Kim
Stephens both of Crete, Nebraska; Daughter Peg and her husband Leander
Gillen of Wichita, Kansas and their children Chad Atchison and wife Alyse and
their children Ethan and Ella of Cozad, Nebraska, McKenzie Allen and her
husband Freeman and their children Trindon, Zayden, Rylie and Evan of
Wichita, Kansas, Carrie Gillen of Lincoln Nebraska, and Andy and Charlie
Gillen both of Ogallala, Nebraska. 

A Funeral Service for Merl was held on Tuesday, July 2, 2019 at 10:30 a.m. at
the United Methodist Church in Geneva. Pastor Doug Griger officiated the
service. Sondra Myers accompanied the congregation in the singing of “The
Old Rugged Cross” and “Hymn Of Promise.” 

 

Geneva VFW Samuel J. Marsh Post 7102 conducted Military Honors outside
the church following the Funeral Service. 

 

Pallbearers for the service included Freeman Allen, Chad Atchison, Jordan
Stephens, and Jared Stephens. 

Interment was held in the Nelson Cemetery. 

Farmer & Son Funeral Home of Geneva was in care of the arrangements and
online condolences can be left at www.farmerandsonfuneralhome.com. 
Memorials are suggested to the Geneva Senior Center.
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Graveside Service

JUL 2. 2:00 PM (CT)

Nelson Cemetery
West Gourlay Avenue
Nelson, NE



Tribute Wall

LD

Farmer & Son Funeral Home - July 02, 2019 at 11:04 AM

32 files added to the album Flower Pictures

Nancy Hansen - June 30, 2019 at 11:29 AM

To Peg and all extended families. Sorry for
your loss. --Nancy (Ward) Hansen

LISA DONDLINGER - June 29, 2019 at 11:38 PM

LISA DONDLINGER lit a candle in memory of
Merl Stephens
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Alice Tatro - June 28, 2019 at 09:25 PM

I always enjoyed waiting on Merl at the bank. He had a very unique
sense of humor. He always spoke to me and had a smile. Gordon
really enjoyed him at the Senior Center coffee. Merl always told him
to “sit down and shut up”. They thoroughly liked harassing each
other.

Dorene Sattler - June 28, 2019 at 06:34 PM

Dorene Sattler lit a candle in memory of Merl
Stephens

Sherri Nun - June 28, 2019 at 02:42 PM

Some of my best Legion Baseball memories were taking gate with
Merl. He was a dedicated, caring gent and one of my favorite
Legion members, one who could always be counted on. He will be
missed.

June 28, 2019 at 02:21 PM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
Merl Stephens.

https://www.farmerandsonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.farmerandsonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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steve & barb sadd - June 28, 2019 at 01:29 PM

Steve & Barb Sadd lit a candle in memory of
Merl Stephens

Virginia Johnson - June 28, 2019 at 11:05 AM

Thoughts and prayers! Mike and Virginia
Johnson

Mary Seggerman - June 28, 2019 at 10:06 AM

Mary Seggerman lit a candle in memory of
Merl Stephens

Brenda Motis - June 28, 2019 at 08:57 AM

Brenda Motis lit a candle in memory of Merl
Stephens
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Kent & Rose Theobald - June 27, 2019 at 08:01 PM

Kent & Rose Theobald lit a candle in memory
of Merl Stephens

Marv & Bridgette Brummer - June 27, 2019 at 11:22 AM

We are so very sorry for your Loss. 
Merl will be missed by those who loved and knew him. 

  
Sincerely, 

 Marv & Bridgette Brummer


