
RC Oliva
May 29, 1967 - April 17, 2011

Robert Curtis Oliva was born to Richard D. Oliva and Peggy A. Shaner on
May 29, 1967 at Fillmore County Hospital in Geneva NE. He passed away on
April 17, 2011 at home in Geneva, NE, at the age of 43yrs. He was known as
Rob or R.C. by many. R.C. went to Geneva Public school where he graduated
in 1986. He then attended South East Community College in Milford where he
graduated from the Construction Management program in May 1989. R.C.
enjoyed spending time at Shaner’s Chevy and Olds Car dealership. Maybe it
was washing a car or just sitting on a stool at the counter with his Grandpa
Rex or Cousin Mike Shaner. R.C. was member of DeMolay Chapter in York
where he went through the chairs of leadership and even was Master
Counselor of the York Chapter. Just like his nephew Harley currently is in
Fremont’s DeMolay Chapter. R.C. worked several different jobs throughout his
life. But he kept coming back to the one he loved the most; working with his
father and following the many generations of Oliva men before him in the
family construction company. One of his most proud moments was in 2007, he
and his father were remodeling two houses that had been moved off of a farm
and to the town of Dakin NE. During this remodeling, behind a built-in ironing
board was boards that had writing on them. This writing was from 1930 and
read, May 29th (R.C. and His Mothers Birthday) 1930 Built by James Oliva
and his sons. This was R.C.’s great-grandfather’s signature from when the
Oliva’s had built the home in 1930. Now the two current generations were
remodeling it into a bed and breakfast. Pictures were taken and shared with



the family and before they enclosed the wall, he and his father Dick Oliva
added their signature to the wall stating, May 10th 2007 (Richard D. Oliva son
of Joseph Oliva, Grandson of James Oliva and Robert C. Oliva son of Richard
D. Oliva Grandson of Joseph Oliva, and Great Grandson of James Oliva. For
whomever to find in many years to see R.C. was the fourth Generation to
work on this home. Now that is priceless!! R.C. was involved in many activities
though out his life. If there was a meeting or an event about to happen R.C.
was the first one there. He would be the one turning on the lights, setting up
chairs, shoveling snow and anything else that would need to be done before
others would arrive. After the meeting, just the opposite, he was the last to
leave. No job was too small or beneath R.C. He was right there to mow the
yard, carry out the trash or change oil and grease someone’s car. He was a
member of the Masonic Lodge in Geneva, The United Methodist Church and
Geneva Rescue for many years. Some of the more memorable times on the
squad were when he got to spend time with his brother on calls or events. He
had a great passion for the Alpacas. His good friend, Joe Miller, raised and
showed them and R.C. loved to work with the animals on the farm and on the
road at shows. When it came to his nieces, nephew and family, if you knew
R.C. you knew what great things were going on in these peoples’ lives. R.C.
loved to speak of what things were going on in their lives. It didn’t matter how
small of event they were participating in, if they asked him to attend he was
there. This was also true for if he knew you he was telling others of your great
days. He was a son, brother, uncle, cousin and a friend to many. How does
one really describe R.C., he was “A man that never met a stranger”. All it
would take is a couple of minutes and he would have your name, face and
your important celebration dates in his head. Many of his friends and family
would tell how he would call and say for example (“tomorrow is your parents
or kids anniversary or birthday day”). R.C. also had a gift when it came to
gifts. He would spend a lot of time finding the perfect gift for you. A lot of time
is would be something he had spent a long time making for you out of wood in
the Oliva Const. Shop that he loved to spend hours in working on things. R.C.



found great fellow ship in the Evangelical Free church of Geneva. He was
always faithful to the Monday Men’s Bible study and the men who attended
were among his closest friends. Rob was a dedicated Youth Leader joining the
Leadership team and (of course) jumping in with both feet with his heart and
soul. He attended weekly worship and special conferences, retreats, concerts
and anything else that fit the calendar, passionately. R.C. was preceded in
death by: Ruth Underwood (Great-Great Aunt), Joseph M. Oliva
(Grandfather), Libbie E. Oliva (Grandmother), Rex I Shaner (Grandfather),
and Colonel Robert J. Oliva (Uncle). 
R.C. is survived by, Nona Shaner (Grandmother), Richard D. Oliva (Father),
Peggy A. Oliva (Mother), Richard R. Oliva (Brother) and wife Charity, Kayla M.
Bennett, Mandy M. Mitchell and Husband Scott, Courtney A. Oliva, Haley R.
Larson, Haven S. Larson (Nieces), Harley C. Larson (Nephew), Caine M.
Bennett (Great Nephew), and many Aunts, Uncles and Cousins. Funeral
Services will be held at the Evangelical Free Church in Geneva NE at
10:30am on April 21, 2011, with a luncheon held at United Methodist Church
afterwards. Pastor Jeff Jenson of the Evangelical Free Church will be
presiding over the services. Pallbearers are: Gene Anderson, Grant
Anderson, Joe Casey, Joe Miller, Tony Nuss, Mike Shaner, Jeff Rowe, and
Wes Tracy. Interment will be in Geneva Public Cemetery with Famer and
Son’s Funeral Home in charge of the arrangements. Memorials are directed to
the Evangelical Free Church in Geneva’s for the Youth Programs.
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Tracey Evans - July 27, 2015 at 12:33 PM

Tracey Evans lit a candle in memory of RC
Oliva

Tracey Schlueter - February 05, 2015 at 03:26 PM

Tracey Schlueter lit a candle in memory of RC
Oliva

BRENDA PETERSON - April 22, 2011 at 05:13 PM

Peggy, 
So very sorry to hear about your son. Enjoyed helping him with his
phone when he came into Verizon. Hopefully all the beautiful
memories will make your heart smile again. You are in our thoughts
and prayers. 
Hugs to you and your family, Brenda Peterson

Jerry Lentfer - April 22, 2011 at 10:11 AM

My condolences to the family. Rob always had a great smile and a
kind word, he will be missed. We are sorry for your loss. 
Jerry Lentfer



SK

J(

DF

DD

Scott Kleinschmidt - April 21, 2011 at 08:44 PM

I was both shocked and deeply saddened to hear about Rob's
death. Words can't begin ease your pain, only time and God's
healing. But please know that he was a kind-hearted, gentle man
that knew no enemies and he will be missed by all who knew him!

Jennifer Ackland (Durgan) - April 21, 2011 at 08:36 AM

My deepest sympathies goes out to the Oliva family that this most
difficult time. May God grant you strength to get threw this. You will
be in our thoughts and prayers. Love in Christ Jennifer Ackland

Dave & Dorene Sattler & family - April 20, 2011 at 07:59 PM

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends of Rob. He
was such a wonderful person, and we had the honor and privilege
of knowing him. Rob always had a smile and kind word for all that
he encountered. He will be sadly missed. 
May God bring peace to your family in the coming days as you
grieve the loss of this fine young man.

Debbie Durgan - April 20, 2011 at 10:49 AM

HE WILL ALWAYS BE KNOWN AS RC AND WILL NEVER BE
FORGOTTEN
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Sharon Holtzen - April 20, 2011 at 10:29 AM

just want you to know that whenever he dropped in just to chat, he
was always positive, full of wit, and Always brought a smile to me.
He worked with my son and daughter Dalton and Whitney Holtzen
and they both would come home, share and then get to laughing
over a comment or conversation that they had, had with Rob at
Metal-Tech. 
He had a lot of smiles to share, and that is a wonderful memory to
keep. God Bless you and yours as you celebrate his life. Sincerely,
Sharon

Richard & Joan Porter - April 20, 2011 at 12:35 AM

Extending our sincere sympathy to each one of you as you mourn
the passing of RC. Your comfort will come as you remember all of
the good times each one of you shared with him. Dear parents, our
hearts go out to you as there is so much pain when you lose a child
of any age. Let God bring you His peace and comfort and know that
He is comforting RC and he will endure no more suffering. God be
with you!

Jim & Kim Gewecke - April 19, 2011 at 09:32 PM

RC will be missed, everybody knew him and he brought smiles to
all. Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you.

Steve & Mary Jo Newman - April 19, 2011 at 07:55 PM

Our thoughs and prayers go out to the both of you and your family. 
Steve & Mary Jo Newman



AC

JB

RU

MG

Andy Kresha -Fremont Area Med Center - April 19, 2011 at 06:11 PM

OUr prayers and love go out to RC's family and friends. We
especially extend our sympathy and prayers for strength for Rich
and Charity. May the Lord grant you strenght and give RC eternal
rest in the arms of his merciful Lord. The FAMC Administration and
Training & Development / HR departmet

James Bauer - April 19, 2011 at 05:56 PM

I have great memories of R.C. in our neighborhood, he was a great
friend to so many people. My thoughts and prayers are with your
family and friends.

Robb Urschel - April 19, 2011 at 01:47 PM

All of our thoughts and prayers to your family at this tragic time. 
We are so saddened to hear of your loss of Rob. We just can't
believe it and hope that your family can find happiness in the many
memories you all have together. 
Sincerely, 
Robb, Alan, Scott, and Kim Urschel

Matt & Brooke (Tesar) Gilliland - April 19, 2011 at 01:04 PM

Our thoughts and prayers are with his family. Rob was caring, funny,
and always friendly to all. He always made you smile. He is already
greatly missed by so many...his friends, his church, and community.
God's peace be with you.
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Adrienne Capek - April 18, 2011 at 10:11 PM

Rob was such a wonderful person and will be missed by so many. I
will miss his smile and friendship. May God bless Rob!


