Richard W. Brunkow

August 28, 1930 - November 29, 2018

A Funeral Service for Richard was held on Monday, December 3, 2018, at 10:30 a.m., at
the Milligan Auditorium in Milligan, Nebraska, with Kim Dunker officiating the service.

During the funeral service for Richard there was recorded music played as the family
entered for the funeral by the Milligan Czech Brass Band, after the reading of the obituary,
the family and congregation enjoyed a song sung by Randy Travis, “In The Garden”, and
as the funeral concluded they heard music played by the Accordionettes as they exited.

Pallbearers included Jaron Schweitzer, Keith Brunkow, Chris Smith, Bryce Schwanke,
Brandon Pohemus and Jarrod Brunkow.

Honorary pallbearers were Gene Synovec, Robert Kassik and James Synovec.

Graveside Services were conducted following the funeral service in the Bohemian
National Cemetery in Milligan, Nebraska.

In Lieu of Flowers- Memorials were directed to the family for a later designation in memory
of Richard.

Farmer & Son Funeral Home was in charge of funeral arrangements.

Richard Wayne Brunkow, the fourth child of Arthur Eric and Minna Matzke Brunkow, was
born on August 28, 1930 on a farm 2 mile south of Tobias. He was baptized as an infant
and in 1943 confirmed at St. John’s Church in Western.

He attended school in Tobias, grades kindergarten through 12, graduating in 1948 with a
class of ten.

Upon graduation he attended National Railroad School in Omaha and worked for Peter
Kewitt Construction. He moved to Lincoln and worked at Goodyear. Moving back to Tobias
he worked for the railroad and later for Hamouz Service.

As a young adult he played softball with Western, Halfway Station, and Milligan teams.



Later he umpired for local Little League baseball teams and girls’, women’s, and men’s
softball teams. During this time he served as the local representative on the SFS baseball
league.

In the early 80’s he worked with other local volunteers in erecting the backstop and fence
at the present ball field.

In February of 1954 he started working for Milligan Farmers Coop. He worked there until
his retirement in 1995. He was first employed as a tank truck driver, then worked in the
fertilizer department, and last of all was in appliance service.

On June 9, 1954 he was united in marriage to Shirley Ann Synovec. Their first home was
1 mile east of Milligan. In 1961 they moved to their new home in Milligan. To this union 4
children were born, Alan Wayne, Kathy Kaye, Lois Lynne, and Jay Charles.

He was a member of the Tobias and Milligan Fire Departments for a total of 45 years. He
served on the Milligan Village Board for 16 years.

His favorite pastimes through the years were going to polka dances, helping Alan on the
farm, activities with his family, (especially his grandchildren), helping others, having coffee
with friends, and woodworking. He especially enjoying demonstrating rope making using
his antique rope machines. He did this at Homestead National Monument each June
during Homestead Days, at Hanover, KS during Hanover Days, for several school groups,
Boy Scout groups, Thayer County Historical Society and 4th grade classes at Crete Public
School.

He is survived by his wife, Shirley of 64 years; daughter, Lois Butler and husband,
Edward; sons, Alan Brunkow and wife, Debbie, and Jay Brunkow and wife, Tina:
Grandchildren: Christa Polhemus-Walker; Brandon Polhemus and wife, Kimberly; Alison
Schwanke and husband, Bryce; Juliana Schweitzer and husband, Jaron; Laura Smith and
husband, Chris; Jarrod Brunkow and wife, Amie; Keely and Cami Brunkow. Great-
grandsons: Caedmon and Emmett Schwanke, Coen Walker, Kason Smith, Ashton and
Parker Schweitzer. Great-granddaughters: Zaylie Schweitzer, Anna and Kenzie Polhemus,
Macklyn and Finley Smith, Aurora, Waverly, Araminta, and Milli Brunkow. Sister, Mary Lou
Burback and husband, Donald Burback, and many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, infant daughter, Kathy Kaye, grandson,
Benjamin Edward Polhemus, brothers, Almon Brunkow, Claremont Brunkow and wife,
Angeline, sister, Neva Zemka and her husband, Kenneth, sister-in-law, Irene Mae
Synovec, and brother in law, Milton J. Synovec and wife, Harriet and brother in law, John
Jablonski.



Cemetery Details

Bohemian National Cemetery

Milligan, NE 68406

Previous Events
Visitation

DEC 2. 1:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Farmer & Son Funeral Home-Kotas Chapel
Main Street

Milligan, NE 68406

(402) 759-3617
https://farmerandsonfuneralhome.com

Family Present for Visitation

DEC 2. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Farmer & Son Funeral Home-Kotas Chapel
Main Street

Milligan, NE 68406

(402) 759-3617
https://farmerandsonfuneralhome.com


https://farmerandsonfuneralhome.com/
https://farmerandsonfuneralhome.com/

Tribute Wall

You and your family are in my heart and mind. My condolences on the passing of
your father.

Jamie L. Keller

Jamie - December 04, 2018 at 09:11 AM

Al and family, sorry to hear of the loss of your father. A total of 45 years of service
to the fire service in the State. As a volunteer fireman myself, what a commitment
and we all should be very proud of him for his volunteerism for his community.
May you rest in peace Brother Firefighter!

Mark Meints - December 03, 2018 at 01:03 PM
Our sincere sympathy. Richard & Shirley were some of the best ‘across the street’
neighbors for my parents. May the memories of Richard continue to fill your
hearts with love & happiness.

Jim & Lana (Stych) Daws

Lana Daws - December 03, 2018 at 12:38 PM

12 files added to the album Flower Arrangements

Farmer & Son Funeral Home - December 03, 2018 at 12:32 PM



Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of
Richard W. Brunkow.

December 03, 2018 at 10:15 AM

Sincerest & Deepest Sympathy to you all. I'll always keep good memories of
Richard from playing at your house as a kid, him& dad working at Co-op and the
Farmer's Market on Sundays. He was a really nice man. And he made great
bluebird houses! He will be missed by many. Praying for Comfort and Peace for

you all.

TerryAnn Brandt - December 03, 2018 at 09:35 AM

So sorry to hear about Richard, we will miss him. He was always so kind hearted
and knew how to make a person feel good ¥ Our Deepest Sympathy, L VE,

Mark & Sarah Reinsch - December 02, 2018 at 08:10 AM

Dean And Laura Kassik lit a candle in memory of Richard
W. Brunkow

W

dean and laura kassik - December 01, 2018 at 02:57 PM

Brenda Motis lit a candle in memory of Richard W. Brunkow

AW

Brenda Motis - December 01, 2018 at 12:11 PM


https://www.farmerandsonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.farmerandsonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Janine Uldrich lit a candle in memory of Richard W. |

Brunkow
b

Janine Uldrich - December 01, 2018 at 06:16 AM

I have made five trips from Indiana to visit the dear friends in Milligan. But no one
had a bigger and brighter smile than Richard. Shirley, we are so sorry for your
loss. We wiill forever be grateful for the role Richard had with your committee in
honoring the pilots who lost their lives at Fairmont nearly 70 years ago.

Ed Staubach - November 30, 2018 at 09:01 PM

Doug & Jess Godown lit a candle in memory of Richard W.
Brunkow

W

Doug & Jess Godown - November 30, 2018 at 04:51 PM

Our sincere sympathy. I

Bob Thomsen and Bev
u

bevegly mohiman - November 30, 2018 at 03:57 PM



